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For some time we have been concerned that the editorial 
format of Sandlapper-The Magazine of South Carolina 
would not permit us to present extensive historical mate
rial. 

Thus, we conceived the idea of a companion publication 
to Sandlapper; that is, South Carolina History Illustrated, a 
quarterly publication devoted exclusively to in-depth, pro
fusely illustrated historical articles (each written for the 
popular audience by an authority in his field). and hard
bound to provide a permanent reference for future genera
tions. 

Whether you are well versed in the historical legacy of 
South Carolina, whether you are seeking a verbal and visual 
introduction to those forebears (the famous, the infamous 
and the plain folk) who shaped the state's history, or 
whether you are interested in understanding the momen
tous decisions that made our past and influenced our 
future, South Carolina History Illustrated is a must. 

The exciting format will make use of abundant illustra
tions: little-known photographs, fine old paintings, wood
cuts, engravings, posters and political cartoons, many in 
lifelike color. 

Subscribe now and be assured of receiving the first issue 
of this handsome, hardbound quarterly, scheduled for 
publication in February. A year's subscription is $12.00 
including postage and handling. (Individual copies will sell 
for $4.00 plus 25 cents postage and handling.) 

Some articles scheduled for the first issue of South Carolina 
History 11 lustrated include: 

• The Georgetown Rice Planters on the Eve of the Civil War by Dr. 
George C. Rogers Jr. of the University of South Carolina. 
• Waddel Academy-Frontier Outpost of Scholarship by Dr. Robert 
S. McCully of Charleston. 
• The Best Friend of Charleston by H. Carter Siegling of 
Charleston. 
• Henry Timrod: Poet Laureate of the Confederacy by Burrell M. 
E Iii son Jr. of Lancaster. 
• Florence Harllee-First Lady of Florence by Virginia Ravenel of 
Florence. 
• South Carolina Expatriates in Brazil by Prof. Tom Crowson of 
Winthrop College. 
• South Carolina's Forty-Day State Capital by Evelyn McD. Frazier 
of Walterboro. 
Other writers scheduled to appear in coming issues include: 
Charles E. Lee, director ·of the S.C. Department of Archives and 
History; Dr. Daniel W. Hollis of the University of South Carolina; 
W.D. Workman, editor of The State newspaper; Prof. M. Foster 
Farley of Newberry College; Dr. Lewis P. Jones of Wofford College; 
and many other well-known South Carolina historians. 

South Carolina History Illustrated Subscription 

Enclosed is a check for $12.00. (S.C. residents add 4% sales tax.) 
Please enter my subscription for one year. 

Name 

Address ___________________ _ 

City ________ State _____ Zip Code __ 

Sandlapper Press, Inc., P.O. Box 1668, Columbia, S.C. 29202 



Your C&S Master Charge card gets you more things in 
more states than any other charge card. 

It gets you to California on a jet. Or to Grandma's on a 
full tank of gas. 

It gets you a room on the road , a night on the town, a 
hearty meal , a Sunday suit, a potted palm, an easy chair, 
a doctor's prescription and instant cash from any of the 
more than 1000 member banks f lying the Interbank sign. 
In fact, your C&S Master Charge card can even get you 

a good night's sleep-since it's fu lly protected against 
loss or theft. 

Yet the best thing C&S Master Charge gets you is a 
greatly improved opinion of bank cards. But don't just take 
our word. Phone your nearest C&S branch fo r detai ls. And 
judge it for all it's worth! 

See C&S ... the"action bank 
THE CITIZENS & SOUTHERN NATIONAL BANK OF SOUTH CAROLINA MEMBER F 0.1.c 

An derson • Greenvi lle · Charleston • Flo rence • Columbia • Myrt le Beach • Inman 
Darlington • Camden • Spartanburg · Sumter· Greer· Rock Hill • Conway • Gaffney 

It gets you everY.thing 
but a headache. 

, 

:;.;. 

-- .--
-..,, THE CITIZENS & SOUTHERN NATIONAL BANK OF SOUTH CAROLINA MEMBERF.0.1.c -



SOME PEOPLE THINI< THIS IS OUR HEADQUARTERS. 
It may be because of our name. 
South Carolina Electric and Gas 
Company. 

Gives the impression we're a 
branch of the State Government. 
We're not. 

We're a company. A company 
owned by thousands of individ
uals. A company which has to 
answer to these individuals who 
invest their money, and their 
faith, in our ability to run a busi
ness. 

Many of our own customers 
don't even know this. 

Many don't know that they pay 
the lowest possible rates because 
we have to remain competitive in 
order to remain successful. Many 
aren't aware that superior service 
is the result of a sound business 
philosophy-not government pres
sure. 

Many have the notion that we 
get by without paying taxes. Not 
so. We pay taxes like any other 

private enterprise. The money we 
got for our services in 1968 pro
vided $21.6 million in taxes. 

As a private enterprise, we have 
to satisfy our customers' needs, 
meet our payroll, improve our 
facilities and manage our stock
holders' monies without help from 
any government - local, state, or 
federal. Yet our tax dollars go to 
help them. 

We wouldn't have it any other 
way. 
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@,ufruu's 
Antique ~allerien 

One of many genuine 
Handmade Oriental Rugs 

in our showrooms. 
Chances are we have 

your favorite rug in stock 

926-930 GERVAIS ST. 
PHONE 252°7927 

COLUMBIA, 5. C. 

RESIDENTIAL 

SALES AND RENTALS 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 

Member of 

Multiple 

Listing 

Service 

1400 Laurens Road 

Box 8244 - Station A 

Phone 803 - 239-1346 

Greenville, South Carolina 29607 
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Remember 
the old days 
when telephones 
looked like this? 

Telephones and 
telephone services have 
come a long way since. 
So have Columbia and 
South Carolina. We're proud 
to be a part of and share 
in furthering this growth. 
We look forward to our 
mutual progress together. 

@ Southern Bell 

READERS 
COMMENTS 

Sandlapper welcomes letters to 
the editor on matters of general in
terest. We ask that the letters be 
held to 150 words or less. Excerpts 
from this month's letters are pre
sented below. 

The article in the November issue 
about the Belton Standpipe was 
well written and I, as a native of 
Belton, greatly appreciate it. My 
brother, George W. Cox, did fall 
100 feet to the ground level when 
the standpipe was being built in 
1909, and he was only slightly in
jured because the fall was broken 
by inside scaffolding. However, he 
was never (as stated) a member of 
the Baptist General Board in Nash
ville. For many years he was man
ager of the College and Specialist 
Bureau of the Southern Teachers' 
Agency in Memphis, where he died 
in 1958. 

Another slight error in the last 
paragraph. There are still a few old 
timers in Belton who remember 
when the standpipe was built in 
1909. That was only 60 years ago. 

Luther B. Cox 
Belton, South Carolina 

The article on the Belton Stand
pipe by John Bigham was very 
authentic and interesting. 

I saw this standpipe being built 
during the first decade of the pres
ent century. The standpipe is built 
of reinforced concrete, and as I re
call was built by a Mr. King of 
Greenville. 

J. Roy Pennell 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 

I would like to add my words of 

Sandlapper 



praise to those given Miss Florence 
Epps in the November "Sand
lapper"-("Them 'Purty' Words," 
page 63). 

She was a source of inspiration 
to me several years ago when she 
spoke and gave a demonstration 
speech lesson at St. Andrew's 
School, Myrtle Beach, where I was 
a young, inexperienced reading 
teacher. Her love and zeal for lan
guage and teaching were unmis
takable and contagious. 

Your article renewed my sorely 
tried zeal for the beauty of good 
speech and good teaching. It also 
renews my faith that people like 
Miss Epps are, after all, appreciated. 
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I hope that we may see more aid 
given to expand speech therapy 
services in the public schools. 

Joan Herring 
Lake View High School 
Reading Laboratory 
Lake View, South Carolina 

I enjoyed your September 
article, "A New Look For Cam
den," but I am puzzled by the inset 
picture on page 28. 

Exactly what kind of battle was 
re-enacted at Camden, a town miles 
from the nearest seaport, where 
naval cannon were used? That is 

what the soldier is firing, and from 
a rather exposed position, I might 
add. One gets the impression he 
thought he was on the decks of a 
man-of-war instead of in the middle 
of a flat field. 

It is difficult to believe that any
one's navy could have sailed upriver 
as far as Camden; and, the picture 
of the Colonial Army hauling the 
piece up from the nearest port over 
what passed for roads in those days 
flings my imagination on a soaring 
flight of fancy. 

If such guns were really used at 
the battle of Camden, how did they 

(Continued on page 79) 
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HOLIDAY INN 
Clemson, S. C. 

·=··=··=··=··=··=··=··=··=··: .. :•:••:··=··=··=··=·=··: .. :••:••:••:•: 
SANDLAPPER LOUNGE 

•:••:••: .. ; .. ; .. : .. : .. :••: .. : .. : ... : .. : .. :••: .. : .. :•:••:•:•: .. :••:•: 

For banquet and room 
reservations call 

803-6!'i4-'1450 

VISIT HISTORIC 

FORT 
SUMTER 

NATIONAL MONUMENT 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

6 

~4~'2-:-
A colorful boat trip is your introduction to 

this famous fort where the Civil War began. 
A guided tour is conducted by National Park 
Historians. Only tour boat to leave Ft. Sumter 
Municipal Marina daily. 

Write for brochures or call 
Fort Sumter Tours 
P. 0. Box 59 
Charleston, South Carolina 
Phone(803) 722-1691 

Next Month in sandla pper 

Marion County 
Renovates 

Its Courthouse 

By 
Lucy M. Joyner 

Wings 
And Wheels 

Museum 

By 
Brenda Moulton 

Fire Talking Woman 
By Helen Fenninger 

The Meher Spiritual Center 
By Fred Trask 

First-Class Felines 
By Jackie Odom 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
• Art • Theatre • Tours 
• Music • Sports • Fairs 
• Lectures • Dance • Horse Shows 
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By Patricia 0. 
McNeely 

A field hand working on the plan
tation of Will Harris in Green
wood County in 1904 signed an 

"X" on a payroll sheet. The planta
tion owner's niece, Wil Lou Gray, 
looked in amazement at the signa
ture. 

"Did you get to go to school 
when you were young?" she asked. 
The field hand shook his head. "I'd 
give what I'll make this year to go 
to school." 

The "X" on the payroll sheet has 
been etched in the mind of Miss Wil 
Lou for over half a century now, 
and her crusade against illiteracy 
has reached into every part of 
South Carolina. 

HE~ ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
BEGAN WITH BARREL 
OF FLOUR 

Miss Wil Lou, who began teach
ing in a rural school in Greenwood 
County, has not been afraid to 
tackle anyone - including gover
nors and senators - in her some
times lonely fight against illiteracy. 

She is 86 years old now, and 
even though she has spent the last 
decade helping senior citizens, the 
vision of thousands of South Caro
linians who still cannot write their 
names still haunts her. 

It was in Young's Township in 
Laurens County that Miss Wil Lou 
began her solitary fight against illit
eracy. She trekked through plowed 
fields, went to every home, stopped 
at every door, asking anyone who 
couldn't read or write to come to 
night school. Nothing stopped her, 
not even her mother's frowning 
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observation that she was being "un
ladylike." 

"I remember that first night as 
though it were yesterday," Miss Wil 
Lou recalls. "We waited at the 
school for our adult students to 
come. Nobody came, and we wait
ed and waited. I was almost ready 
to give up. And then, through the 
darkness, we saw lanterns coming 
from everywhere. They were com
ing to learn how to read and write." 

Quickly, Miss Wil Lou organized 
other night schools. 

"I wrote to my congressman and 
asked for farm bulletins," she said. 
"I believe in teaching from experi
ence. I wanted them to learn to 
read about farming, about 8-4-4 
fertilizer and tomatoes and pota
toes. But my congressman said I 

-Photos by Maxie Roberts 

could only have 10 because he had 
to send one to every person on a 
rural route. He didn't believe me 
when I said that one out of every 
four persons on those rural routes 
couldn't read or write." 

It was such lack of support that 
finally led Miss Wil Lou to accept a 
high paying position in Montgom
ery County, Maryland. 

The late Richard I. Manning was 
the first governor who realized the 
magnitude of illiteracy in South 
Carolina. His first State Illiteracy 
Commission was so overwhelmed 
by the extent of illiteracy in the 
state that all the members resigned. 
Manning appointed a second com
mission, which turned in dispair to 
Miss Wil Lou. 

There was no money at all for the 
schools, and almost none for Miss 
Wil Lou. She left a salary of $1,800 
per year in Maryland to accept a 
salary of $600 per year in South 
Carolina. 

There was hardly a road in South 
Carolina that Miss Wil Lou didn't 
travel in 1918. As field secretary 
for the Illiteracy Commission, she 
traveled the state setting up adult 
schools - in tobacco barns, cotton 
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